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Join Us for Sundays at First Baptist Church in Beverly

Sunday, May 3, 2020

​REMINDER: Our Sunday worship services have been moved to an online format. Please join us via
our First Baptist Church Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistBeverly) page on Sunday

morning at 10 a.m. and watch for a live pastoral reflection and worship experience. We will then ALSO
post an additional worship experience - containing BOTH the segments you saw live AND leadership
from the other minister, as well as from our Music Director, Esther Chang, and some of our soloists in
our choir. This video will be published on our website at www.fbcbeverly.org/sermons, as well as on
our YouTube channel, and can also be found on our Facebook page. Our thanks go to the Constantine

family for helping to create this full worship experience in our on-going efforts to best reach our church
family in a variety of ways.

For more information on this topic and to stay informed about all COVID-19 related changes and
announcements, please go to http://www.fbcbeverly.org/covid-19-and-temporary-closure-at-first-

baptist-in-beverly/

10:00am: Join us on our Facebook page for a LIVE worship experience!
(This video will ALSO then be available to watch at any time following on our

Facebook page and website.)

*For this Sunday: BYOC - Bring Your Own Communion!
Bring whatever element you have for the Bread and the Cup, and we will have

the opportunity to share in the Lord's Supper together*

6:00pm: Sunday evening High Fellowship Zoom session (login info below)

Yes, Things are Uncertain, and
There Can be Certainty

Rev. Julie Flowers, preaching

Scripture: Luke 24:13-35

The Lord's Supper will be shared during this
live service - all are invited and encouraged to

bring what you have for the Bread and the Cup,
that we might share in this meaningful meal,

together during our time of worship.
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Opportunities to Connect Virtually Via Zoom

We may not be able to have a coffee time or a fellowship gathering all together in person, but we can still
drop-in and see one another in this way! You can join in a Zoom gathering EVEN WITHOUT a Zoom
account. You will do so by clicking the link for the given event you wish to join, and then allowing it to
run on your computer or smartphone/device. You will then need to click to allow use of your audio and
again to allow use of your video. You may be prompted to enter a Password, which is included with the
posted event information, as needed. You can also use the phone numbers include below to CALL IN,
even without access to internet or a computer/smartphone. We hope that you will join us!

NOTE: Zoom has made some changes to enhance and improve security of gatherings and meetings. For
all Zoom sessions, participants will now need to enter the meeting id and/or password provided. This
information is included with the meeting invitation link and info. ALSO Waiting Rooms are being used on
Zoom sessions in many cases now - please make sure your device name EITHER clearly shows who you
are OR watch for us to send a message in the Chat feature to the Waiting Room just asking for your name
- you can just send us your answer back in the same chat box! This helps keep Zoom gatherings safe and
welcoming for all!

Wednesday Evening Coffee Time: Exploring the Thin Place
 
Join Kent and FBC friends for a relaxed and safe discussion. Our topic
is: Exploring the Celtic Thin Place. Prior to the class you’re invited to
read Kent’s blog: greenpreacherblog.com Read article: COVID19 and
the Thin Place. Questions to consider: What do you think of this
concept of the Thin Place? Have you ever had such an experience? The
Thin Place is an ancient Celtic concept that there is a ‘thin place’ that
separates the conscious world from that of the Spirit. Moments when
we sense/know that there is more going on than meets the
eye. Intrigued? See you Wednesday evening. 
 
Kent Harrop is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. ZOOM is an easy way to connect with your
church family. From you PC simply click on the ZOOM Meeting link below, it will take you directly to the
meeting. If requested, the meeting Password is below.
 
Topic: Wednesday Evening Coffee Time
Time: Apr 29, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81381417834?pwd=bVNKOGdvRjkrcEQxenpOYktJclRLUT09
 
Meeting ID: 813 8141 7834
Password: 580820
 
Dial by your location
       +1 646 558 8656
 
Meeting ID: 813 8141 7834
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcboWrkFGA 

Thursday Virtual Coffee Break:

Topic: Thursday Zoom Coffee Break
Time: Apr 30, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89375548506

Meeting ID: 893 7554 8506
Password: 039833
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,89375548506# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,89375548506# US (Chicago)

Senior High Fellowship:

Topic: Current Senior High Fellowship/Advisor Zoom
Time: May 3, 2020 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87523324811

Meeting ID: 875 2332 4811
Password: 511751
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Facebook Live: Contemplative Practice this Friday

Friday at 1 p.m. go the FBC Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistBeverly) for an
inspiring program. This week hosted by Kent!  How do you live in the Thin Place? In Celtic spirituality the
Thin Place is that space that separates our conscious mind from that of the Spirit. Reflect and explore
with Kent.

Facebook Live: FBC Kids and Kids-at-Heart Each Tuesday

Join minister Julie Flowers or our Childcare Coordinator Abby Johnstone LIVE on our Facebook page at
1:00pm every Tuesdays for a kids’ connection time just for you! (You can bring your grownups, too!)

We hope that this time for Kids and Kids-at-Heart will help to continue to foster not only faith
development, assurance, care, and love BUT ALSO to help our youngest church friends to maintain their
own connections with and to their church family, as well.

Live at 1:00pm or watch anytime when the video is saved on our Facebook page!

Church Council Virtual Meeting via Zoom

Please mark your calendars for Monday, May 4th at 7:00 for a virtual meeting of the Church Council. We
are taking up a vitally important topic and need to have input from all areas of the church. We will be
voting on a proposal to establish a Compassionate Fund with a $25,000 draw from the endowment to
help those in the broad church family who find themselves in dire financial straits because of Covid19..
The fund will be administered by Julie and Kent. Those in the congregation who can donate to the fund
will be encouraged to do so in order increase the reach of the fund.

Topic: Church Council
Time: May 4, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98564140885?pwd=SWNOYWxnRlQxZFNCQy80ekZYTGxpQT09
Meeting ID: 985 6414 0885
Password: 036420
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,98564140885# US (New York)
+13126266799,,98564140885# US (Chicago)

Family News

Our love goes out to the family of Shirley Crombie (daughters Pat and Nancy) upon her passing on April
22nd at Kaplan House. Shirley was a longtime member of FBC, who lived to 90 years of age with an
optimistic spirit. Marty Lincoln a member of FBC’s Visitation Team, visited Shirley regularly for 15 years.
Marty said: ‘When you visited Shirley, you always left feeling better’.  Shirley had many health issues but
chose not to be defined by it. She chose to live her life with joy and hope and inspired her family and
friends. A graveside service was held on the 25th officiated by Kent Harrop. 

Giving to FBC During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

The next several weeks appear to be crucial in controlling the spread of the Coronavirus outbreak, and our
most important priority is to maintain social distancing and stay as safe as we can. Since the church
building has been closed and worship services have been moved online, some people have asked how they
may continue to make donations to the church. We realize that many people are out of work, retired folks
have seen their income dwindle, and others are facing financial concerns, but for those who would like to
make a pledge payment, a special offering or a general donation during these difficult times, here are
some suggestions:
 
1)     You can mail your check to First Baptist Church , 221 Cabot Street, Beverly MA 01915. Please note on
the memo line whether your check is a pledge or donation. Enclosing a single “pledge envelope”, if you
have one, would be helpful but not necessary. 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistBeverly
https://zoom.us/j/98564140885?pwd=SWNOYWxnRlQxZFNCQy80ekZYTGxpQT09


2)     Another way to make a donation but without going outside is to contact your bank about setting up
an online bank payment. These can be regular (monthly, for instance) or one-time, and this is usually a
free service where the bank sends a physical check directly to the church on your behalf. People who have
already taken advantage of this arrangement have found it very easy and convenient.

3)     In mid-March the church mailed out a letter with an envelope titled “I’ve seen the Lord” for our
traditional Easter offering. This is not part of the pledge but is an additional offering collected on Easter
Sunday in the past. If you wish to make this offering, please note on your check that it’s an Easter offering.

4)     The church also has a “Donate” button on its website at www.fbcbeverly.org/donate

This way of donating is a little more difficult to record (please be sure to indicate what the donation is for)
and there is a modest processing charge deducted. However, during this time, it may be the easiest way
for folks to give - and we welcome, with gratitude, your generous gifts!

The church appreciates those who are able to contribute at this time but certainly understands that many
people in the congregation are facing difficult times financially and on many other levels. We’re grateful to
our staff who have continued to provide so many creative ways for us to worship and remain in contact
with each other. We pray that all will be safe in the days ahead and look forward with great anticipation to
welcoming everyone back into our beloved sanctuary to worship together once again.

#HCPNotAlone Project - A Call for Artwork from Kids and
Kids-at-Heart!

Each Tuesday, our church is presenting a LIVE Kids’ Time at 1:00 p.m. via Facebook Live – a time for
kids and kids-at-heart to connect with their church and to hear a story, learn a song, or do some art
together. A few weeks ago, our Childcare Coordinator Abby Johnstone led this time, and during the
session, she talked with our children about a project that our satellite ministry, Harborlight Community
Partners (a provider of affordable housing in our communities) currently has ongoing, to help their
residents to feel a little less isolated and alone during these difficult days. The project is called “HCP Not
Alone,” and we are encouraging the children of the church (or their grown-ups, too!) to participate as a
way of helping them – and older adults across our communities – feel a little less alone. To participate,
you simply make a piece of artwork – a drawing, a painting, a collage or paper craft – whatever you would
like, and then take a picture of that artwork. That picture can then be uploaded via the HCP Not Alone
portal on their website (and you can even upload just a message of support this way, with or without
artwork attached!): https://harborlightcp.org/hcpnotalone-form/

If you or your child creates a work of art for the HCP Not Alone project, please ALSO take a picture of the
artist holding that artwork and email it to jflowers@fbcbeverly.org – we would love to create a video of
our FBC artists and their work to be shared with our church family, too!

(Very Sad) Allagash 2020 Trip Cancellation News

As we did with the news about our Summer 2020 Mission Trip being moved to summer of 2021, we are
sharing here the email that went out recently to our Senior High Fellowship youth and families, regarding
the very sad decision to not run Allagash 2020. We include this email here in our on-going effort to keep
the entire church family informed and in the loop about changes and updates to the life of our church
during this public health emergency due to COVID-19.

Dear Fellowship Youth and Fellowship Families,

We hope that this email finds you all doing well in these uncertain days and times. We think of you ALL
the time, and we miss you SO much. Please don’t hesitate to let Julie/the church know, too, if there are
things you need during this time or ways that we can support you/your families.

Sadly, we are writing this email to you with heavy hearts - this is not a happy email – maybe it is one that,
on some level, you were already expecting - but after careful consideration, Kara and I, in consultation
with Adam and Emily, who would also have been on this year’s trip, as well as with the manager of the
AWW itself, believe that the most prudent and safest thing to do is to cancel this year’s Allagash trip,
typically scheduled, as you know, from late June into July.

We have spent a great deal of time talking about this and thinking about it and weighing all the options,
and, when all is said and done, this decision is really the one that feels safest and most prudent, overall, as
hard it was to come to and as difficult as it is to share.
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There are many factors which weigh heavily into this, including:

-limited preptime (we usually start prepping in March or the beginning of April at the latest). This is
actually probably the least heavily weighted of all of these considerations for us, but it does factor in, in
terms of the need to run a safe and well-prepped trip.

-the fact that Maine has now moved to ONLY distance learning for the remainder of their school year,
citing the information and advice they are receiving from their scientists, medical teams, and Department
of Health that once there is widespread community spread in an area, up to five months of physical
distance is called for to minimize or halt the spread of a virus like this one. We need to consider NOT
ONLY what is happening in Massachusetts, but, also, in Maine, where we would be headed. What we see
from Maine is a clear expectation that distancing must continue to stop the spread of COVID in their
state. We need to respect that reality AND the sad reality that, without widespread testing, there is no real
way to know how much spread there truly is in either MA or ME, nor will it truly be safe to start living and
moving around more normally until more widespread testing exists.

-the fact that even once states pass the apex of this virus, it will still exist, and we will still have to safely
come down the backside of the COVID curve. As we are seeing from countries ahead of us in this fight,
there are likely to be second and third waves of outbreak during that time, as we work together to
determine what levels of contact and community are truly safe and manageable.

-uncertainty about the health of our participants and leaders (what happens if someone starts
showing symptoms of COVID-19 on the trip? With limited resources and exit strategies in the wilderness,
we can't just rush to a hospital and even then, in northern Maine, we would risk exposing a community
with limited medical resources to an illness that, once introduced in an area, has disastrous consequence).

-uncertainty about the health of family members of those on the trip (what happens if someone suddenly
gets very ill while their child is away?)

-being in close proximity in vans (participants and volunteer drivers), tents, around campfires, cooking
and eating meals, etc.

-recognizing that, at this time, professional events planners are working off timelines (for different types
of events, to be sure, but we were looking to as many sources and places for information and to try to
make the best decision possible as we could!) saying that all events in the next 1-3 months should be
canceled with certainty and that, beyond that, even things for the 3-6 month mark look questionable. We
observed that such June events as Boston and North Shore Pride then were already canceled and moved
to later times.

-recognizing that, at this time, the outdoor recreation community/world is pushing for folks to consider
outdoor recreation “in your own backyard,” which is to say, closer to home. This is important in terms of
not spreading the virus but, also, in terms of not traveling to more rural areas and suddenly needing
medical assistance – even for more routine care, such as an injury – that strains overburdened medical
systems. We want to be respectful of the Allagash Waterway community and the North Maine Woods in
terms of what they are asking of out-of-state visitors and abide by that, as well.

-recognizing that Massachusetts is a hot spot for the virus, and we believe we then do have an obligation
not to travel from a hot spot area to a rural area that is less impacted directly by the virus but, also, which
does not have the healthcare system or structure to keep up, should COVID reach them.

However, all those things considered, I also must share that the most pivotal thing for us, and, I think,
what really cemented things, was our hearing directly from the Manager of the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway, who told us that he believed that our NOT coming this year – sad as it is – would be the safest
and right thing to do. He said that FBC will retain our large group permit, despite not coming this year
(due to the circumstances) AND that it is his belief that outdoor recreation should only be happening in
areas local to folks, at this time. Which is to say that those of us living in MA should be getting outside but
in our own space, rather than traveling to other states to engage in such outdoor pursuits at this time. (As
a church, we will be looking to make a donation to the AWW to help support them this year, as they will
have fewer users and less income than usual – and we would like to help support this special place in this
tough time.)

In the end, I believe Kara said it perfectly when she said to me, “the truth is, looking at all these factors,
that as a church that emphasizes the overall greater good and takes opportunities to practice that kind of
selfless behavior, we cannot responsibly run the Allagash trip this summer.”

We had decided way back when this all began that IF the Allagash was impacted that ANY 2020 senior
deserves to have the opportunity to go on the Allagash trip next summer. They should consider their
names already on the list. Our Class of 2020 should not lose their chance for one final Allagash trip with
their Fellowship friends and family due to this crisis. We are committed to ensuring that ALL 2020
seniors who would like to go on the trip can go next year in the summer of 2021.



Also, in the event that things DO calm down, feel safe, and the youth have time, we might be able to offer
a shorter adventure trip later in the summer (August) that still carries on the ideals of the Allagash with
teamwork, and wilderness being main staples. We know that won’t be the same – and we cannot even say,
at this time, with any kind of certainty, what life or the world or the virus will all be like, so we cannot
offer a more concrete plan than this – but we did want to let you know that it is absolutely something we
are pondering.

This email breaks our hearts to send – and we are sure it is breaking yours to read. It gives me no joy to
write this to you today.

We have worked hard to consider all the options – and to learn and observe as much as we can and to
follow suit with what we see other June/early July programs doing at this time.

We want you to PLEASE feel free to reach out to us – Kara is cc-ed on this email, as well – with any
questions or concerns AND I encourage our youth to hop on the Sunday evening Zoom Fellowship at 6
p.m. (link below). I have asked Kara to join us on this Zoom call this coming Sunday, as well, so that you
can ask your questions and we can talk together about it all. [PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS ZOOM
SESSION FOR YOUTH HAS ALREADY HAPPENED, BUT ALL YOUTH AND FAMILIES CAN ALWAYS
EMAIL OR CALL JULIE OR KARA WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR TO TALK THINGS THROUGH!]

We continue to be a Fellowship family, even in hard times. We are sending you our love, and we are with
you in the disappointment and uncertainty. We are looking forward to being able to continue to work
hard to build community and preserve our connections in the days and weeks and months to come.

Shalom and much love,
Julie

COVID-19 and Temporary Closure at First Baptist in Beverly

Due to public health concern, the First Baptist office will be closed fo r the until further notice. The
pastoral staff: Julie Flowers, Kent Harrop will be working remotely. Any pastoral concerns, contact either
Julie or Kent directly.
Julie: jflowers@fbcbeverly.org or cell: 617-692-0477
Kent: kharrop@fbcbeverly.org or 971-237-0583

Youth Fellowship, Choirs, Small Groups and Committees

All church gatherings in our church building will be cancelled until further notice. This
includes small groups, choirs, youth groups, committees. Some groups/committees may choose to stay
connected via email, conference calls or ZOOM. For more information please visit :
http://www.fbcbeverly.org/covid-19-and-temporary-closure-at-first-baptist-in-beverly/

A Weekly Blog of Hope

Kent Harrop invites you to check out his weekly blog ‘Green Preacher’. In recent weeks, Kent’s been
writing on how faith can speak into the dislocation many of us feel during this public health crisis.  To
read, go to: https://greenpreacherblog.com/  Kent's most recent articles' COVID-19 a Thin Place; COVID-
19: A Kairos Moment?', attracted over 7000 readers. See what the buzz is about.
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Coming Up at FBC

Wednesday, April 29
7:00-7:45pm: Virtual Drop-In Coffee Time for Church Family via Zoom

Thursday, April 30
10:00-11:00am: Virtual Drop-In Coffee Time for Church Family via Zoom

Friday, May 1
1:00pm: Facebook Live: Contemplative Practice and Reflection with Kent Harrop

Saturday, May 2
12:30pm: Lunch Program (Boxed meals to-go meals will be provided from the gym)

Sunday, May 3
10:00am: Virtual Worship Service Live on Facebook

6:00pm: Sunday evening High Fellowship Zoom Gathering

Monday, May 4
6:00pm: Monday Night Supper (Boxed meals to-go meals will be provided from the gym)

7:00pm: Church Council Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, May 5
9:30am: Virtual Staff Meeting

1:00 pm: Facebook Live Kids’ Time

Check out all of FBC Beverly's sermons at fbcbeverly.org/sermons

Yes, We're Afraid,
and There is Hope

Rev. Kent Harrop, preaching

Scripture: John 21: 4 – 14
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