Growing up at the First Baptist Church has been a great experience for me.  I couldn’t imagine going to any other church.  FBC is full of new ideas and open hearts and minds.  My childhood experiences here have helped shape who I am today.  My Sunday school experiences have ranged from shaping clay, to scrabble, to a more in depth study of the holy books.  Other Sunday school activities have included planting different kinds of foliage to make our church front look all the more beautiful, and visiting our church friends who we are not able to see every week.  My Sunday school classes have always encouraged me to care for others.
Now the youth fellowship has had the biggest impact on my life.  All of the kids of Beverly know about our youth program and are jealous of it.  They heard about all o’ de craaazy stuff we do. This includes going mini-golfing, mystery rides to food, theme nights about homelessness, and smashing old pianos.  It is at fellowship where I meet new friends and have a great time every week.  I believe that it has made me a better person.  With what I have learned here, I am able to go out into the world, and inspire others to be who the want to be.
The Allagash wilderness waterway canoe trip has also had a huge impact on my life.  The first year I went on the trip, I thought it was going to be so easy, I soon found out that it takes teamwork, patience, and cooperation to get through it.  With the knowledge from my first year, I was able to learn for myself and teach others.  I enjoy encouraging others to go on the trip, as well as helping them on the waterway.  On June 19th- I will be embarking on my fifth and final Allagash trip, I am so excited and yet deeply saddened that this will be my last. I love the allagash, and when I am on it, things are so simple and relaxing.  If I could, I’d never stop going. 
Now I’m old, 18 to be exact.  And in two weeks I will be graduating from Beverly high school. This means that I will no longer be going to fellowship or Sunday school.  I’ll be away at UMASS Lowell, but that doesn’t mean that everything I’ve learned here won’t stay with me.  I look forward to the future when I can use this knowledge to help others.  I shall be beacon of hope to the world around me.  I don’t know where I’ll be in ten years, but I know that I will always have the memories of First Baptist Church in Beverly. !
