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A little boy was so excited when he got a tree house kit for his birthday. When he and his dad began putting it together, they discovered the directions were indeed for a tree house, but the parts were for a small sailboat. The dad immediately sent an e-mail to the company complaining about the mix-up and let them know how disappointed his son was.  He received an immediate reply.  It read, “We are very sorry about the error.  But it might ease your frustration to think about the individual somewhere out on a lake trying to sail a greenhouse!”  Sometimes life seems more complicated than it need be.  

This is definitely true of religion as well.  Sometimes we make it so complicated when, in fact, it is really quite simple.  God is not some great theory as some theologians would have us believe.  God is not a set of directions for living life as some ethicists would have us believe.  God is not some navel gazing guru as some philosophers would have us believe.  God is a love.  That’s it…pure and simple.  God is love!
Of course, we preachers can get caught when we try to explain something about the nature of God.  Or describe what God really is like?  Or try to explain what the Trinity?  Or what it means that God is omniscient and omnipresent?  On the other hand, our Lenten series “Who do you say I am?” gives us an opportunity to learn something of the nature of God by learning more about Jesus.  The church has long believed that to know something about the nature of God we need only to know Jesus.   That is precisely what this sermon series is about…knowing God by knowing Jesus through the names given him in the Scripture.  
There is a power in names.  All through the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament we find that names have meaning.  Bethlehem means “bread of life.”  Judah means “to praise.” Parents picked a specific name because of the meaning associated with it.  For instance, Gideon means “great warrior”, Elijah means “God is Lord” and Solomon means “peaceful.”  Even to this day parents find naming their child a way of expressing their gratitude, hopes, and dreams for their child.  A powerful contemporary example of the power of names is the Viet Nam Memorial in Washington, DC.  All those names…they have power.  
Of course, not all parents choose names that reflect the hopes and dreams they have for their child…particularly when it comes to some Hollywood celebrities.  If you want something to pray for, pray for these poor kids who will surely be harassed because of the names their parents stuck them with.  For example:
Jason Earl of My Name is Earl named his son PILOT INSPEKTOR

Sting’s daughter is FUCHSIA

Frank Zappa’s children are MOON UNIT, DWEEZIL, and DIVA MUFFIN

Bono’s child is MEMPHIS EVE

Sylvester Stallone’s daughter is SAGE MOONBLOOD

Forest Whitaker’s children are OCEAN, SONNET, and TRUE

Bob Geldof named his children FIF TRIXIBELL, PEACHES, and PIXIE

A British TV personality chose HEAVENLY HIRAANI TIGER LILY

Penn Jillette of Penn and Teller named his child…MOXIE CRIMEFIGHTER
And when Gwyneth Paltrow and her husband Chris Martin named their first child APPLE you have to wonder if was named after her mother’s favorite fruit or her father’s laptop computer.

Now if you think “normal” parents are exempt from stupidity when it comes to choosing names for their children, think again.   Here are just a few that were on a list of Worst Baby Names Ever:

PINA COLADA

YAHOO

CANDY STOHR

SEAMORE BUTTS

HARRY PITTS

MARIJUANA

PAGE TURNER

PAGAN

WRATH

LOTTA BULL 

And last but not least I AM

Well, thank heavens most parents do take the naming of their children very seriously. For some it’s even a heart wrenching experience that brings forth family input… solicited and unsolicited.  And thank heavens God chose a wonderful name for the child born in a manger…Jesus…Jesus is the anglicised form of Jeshua which means 'The Lord is salvation.'   That name seemed just fine for the child, youth and young man, but when Jesus began his ministry something more was needed.  And that something was given when Jesus was baptism by John the baptizer.  
Imagine the scene!  At this time the Jews were sadly conscious that the voice of the prophets spoke no more.  For four hundred years there had been no prophetic voice.  The emergence of John from the wilderness was like the sudden sounding of the voice of God.  This man who looked and acted like a maniac came out of the wilderness with a message of repentance.  When Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan River to be baptized John insisted that Jesus should be baptizing him.  But, Jesus said, “No, let it be so now.”   So why did Jesus want to be baptized? Surely, Jesus was not responding to John’s call for repentance of sin.  In the Gospel according to the Hebrews, one of several gospels that didn’t make it into New Testament, we hear Jesus say, “What sin have I committed, that I should go and be baptized by John?  Except perchance this very thing that I have just said is ignorance.”

 So, if not for repentance of sin, why would Jesus feel the need to be baptized… particularly when you consider that up to this time no Jews had ever been baptized?  They did baptize converts to Judaism, but not Jews.  By being baptized Jesus was saying, “God is doing something new in your midst.  The world is about to be turned upside down and it begins with my baptism.”  Through his baptism Jesus said, “God is establishing a new relationship with you and my ways are the way to that new relationship with God.”  At that life transforming moment when Jesus was baptized he was given another name…Son of God.  “And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like as dove and alighting on him.  And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with who I am well pleased.”  
As if to seal this message proclaiming Jesus as the way, God gives a word that could not possibly be misunderstood.…”this is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.”  This is my beloved Son,” is a quote from Psalm 2:7.  Every Jew accepted that Psalm as a description of the Messiah who was to come.  With whom I am well pleased,” is a quote from Isaiah 42:1, which they knew as a description of the Suffering Servant, a description which culminates in Isaiah 53.  Those present could not possibly miss that Jesus was the Son of God.  And Jesus would hear these words from God once more at the Transfiguration. 

So, in the baptism of Jesus there came two certainties – that Jesus was indeed the Son of God and that the way in front of him was the way of the cross.  In that moment his task was set before him and how he would fulfill it.  

The apostle Paul picks up on these themes in his letter to the Romans.  Paul had not yet visited with the Christians in Rome, the greatest city in the greatest empire.  Since he was writing to a church he did not help start nor had visited he is not so much addressing specific problems or situations as he did with other churches.  In Romans we find more Paul’s theological statement.  And he wastes no time in stating up front that Jesus was the Son of God.  He wrote, “It is good news about his Son, who in his manhood was born of David’s lineage, who, as a result of his Resurrection from the dead, has been proved by the Holy Spirit to be the mighty Son of God.  It is of Jesus Chris, our Lord, of whom I am speaking, through whom we have received grace…”  

And, of course, Jesus refers to himself on numerous occasions as the Son of God: From “Did you not know, I must be about my Father’s business?”  to “Father, the hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify you.” we see Jesus claiming his Son-ship.  Even as he stood in judgment before Caiphas he defiantly proclaimed that he was, indeed, the Son of God.  
Jesus being the Son of God does indeed tell us something about the nature of God.  And it’s not what many in Jesus’ time hoped or anticipated the Messiah be and do for them.  Most Jews were certain the coming Messiah would rule with strength and conquer their enemies. Sure the Son of God would enter Jerusalem on a majestic horse and restore their nation to its rightful place of glory.  .  

Instead, the Son of God came on a donkey and came as a servant not a ruler.  Ny this action Jesus is telling us that God wants us to live a life that is humble and dedicated to the common good.  To be called to live like Jesus is to live as a person dedicated to the common good.  To be called to like Jesus is to live for others…even to the point of sacrifice.  
At a time when it seems that many in our society have based their lives on greed and corruption and we’re sick and tired of the stories about AIG and Madoff, it is all the more important that the followers of the Son of God offer an alternative. There are many individuals today, even in the business world, who seek to live as followers of the Son of God.  I recently read of ways, large and small, that business leaders are trying to reflect the life of Jesus: a bank manager removed his name from his parking spot and put up an “Employee of the Month” sign and then fought for a parking space with the rest of the staff; a CEO of a software company in Palo Alto, California halted the practice of eating lunch with his top staff in a private dining room and sat with his employees in the basement dining room; the  president of a Ohio wholesale paper company turned his office into an employee lounge and created an open office for himself in the middle of the warehouse; and the CEO of Barnes Hospital in St. Louis disguised himself as a patient brought into the emergency room to experience what it was like to sit for hours in the waiting room and then for hours staring at the ceiling while lying on a gurney in a hallway.  These executives are modeling the life of the Son of God.  
Isn’t that what we are all called to do…in ways large and small live our lives in a manner that reflects the life of Jesus…the Son of God.  Let us not forget that we, like Jesus, have been given another name besides the one given by our parents.  The name we have been given is Children of God.  Yes, we are the Children of God and are called to live a life worthy of that title.  May we all be found worthy of being Children of God who are followers of the Son of God.  Amen.  
PAGE  
1

